Muhammad and the Muhammadans*       3
of the East5;J as the Muhammadans were now called in
Europe, penetrated into France, and, humanly speaking,
would have conquered the whole cf Europe but for the
arms of Charles M artel, who in A.D. 73^ arrested their
victorious march in the centre of France, and defeated
them in a battle which lasted seven days. The intestine
feuds of the Abbasides and Ornrr.iades now occupied
the amis and thoughts cf the Moslems, and led to the
detachment of Spain as a separate monarchy from the
Caliphate, and to the dissolution of the dreai:i of universal
conquest amidst the pomps and luxuries of Bagdad.
To the era of conquest succeeded one of letters,
during which the works of the Greeks we; a translated into
Arabic, and the three rivals who divided the inheritance
of the Prophet, the Fatimite in Africa, the Ommiade in
Spain, the Abbaside in Bagdad, vied v/ith one another in
the encouragement of letters, and so rendered sen-Ice
to the cause of enlightenment, which directly and indi-
rectly kept alight the torch of learning during the long
sleep of darkness which had extended from the time ot
Viigil to that of Almansor, and was to continue in Europe
till the days of Dante. During the reign of the Caliph
Othman, expeditions had been sent across to the western
coast of India in A.D. 636, and later in 662 and 664,
but no great results ensued till A.D. 712, when an advance
was made into the Indus valley, from which, however, the
victorious Arabs were subsequently expelled after wit-
nessing abundant proof of the impotent courage of their
Hindu adversaries, who, when worsted in the fight, immo-
lated themselves, their wives, their children, upon colossal
runeral pyres. India was now free from the Muslims for
upwards of a hundred years, but x>ther nations were to
bend or break before their victorious arms. In A.D. 781
the Caliph Harun al Rashid ascended the throne and
grasped the staff of Muhammad, but before his elevation